traffic at sea, december 6, 1939
now forthcoming to cope with this latest manifestation of Nazi
culture. Many variants are being developed and applied, and as
an interim measure, before the full scientific treatment can be
given to this procedure, we have found it necessary to call upon a
large number of trawlers to assist in the dredging of our harbours.
The service of minesweeping is one of peculiar danger and one
calculated to try the strongest nerves because of the silence and
constant uncertainty of destruction in which those who engage in it
must dwell. The fact of this serious danger was sufficient to
bring forward an overwhelming response from the fishermen, the
trawler crews, when called upon to come to their country's assistance.
Offices when they opened on the Saturday night at some of the
fishing ports were thronged and had to be kept open all night and
on the Sunday, and in a very short time a full complement was
made up of these fisher folk, eager to serve their country in a
manner which they felt would be really effective.
The recklessness of this latest attack upon neutrals, and the
breach of international agreements which it involves, have led us
to place a retaliatory embargo upon the export of all goods of
German ownership or origin. This measure was taken in the
late war, when it worked with surprising smoothness and efficiency.
German oversea exporting power was rapidly destroyed, and with
it perished all power of building up new credits abroad. No
serious inconvenience need be caused to neutrals. They have only
to avoid carrying tainted goods in their ships, and they can easily
obtain a certificate from the British Consular officers in neutral
countries, which will enable them to proceed upon their outward
voyages without interference or delay from us. It is satisfactory
to learn that goods for export are already piling up on the German
quays and in their warehouses to such an extent that, we are told,
they hamper the handling of incoming merchandise. This latter
congestion will, however, be relieved as our blockade tightens
through the growing strength of our patrolling and blockading
squadrons.
A strident effort has been, made by German propaganda to
persuade the world that we have laid these magnetic mines ourselves
in the fairways of our own harbours, in order, apparently, to
starve ourselves out. When this inanity expired amid general
derision, the alternative claim was made that the sinking of the
neutrals by mine was another triumph of German science and
seamanship, and should convince all nations that the German
mastery of the seas was complete. This claim may be tested by
a general survey of the results of the first three months of war.
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